
The Australian Lit Reading Project 

After going through the Coursera MOOC Australian Literature: A Rough Guide, with Professor Philip 

Mead from the University of Western Australia (March/April 2015), I made the following reading list, 

following the structure of the course. I figure it will take me about 2 years to get through the list given 

the other projects in parallel (The Uruguay Project, The Dany Laferrière Project, and the ongoing 

Swedish Lit Project). 

The description of the 4 parts (in blue) are from the Coursera website. 

Part 1: Literature and country 

Given that our focus in this course is on the encounters between the literary imagination and the continent called Australia, 

we’re going to start by considering some general aspects of geography alongside a couple of literary works that present 

differing and sometimes contradictory experiences of place. 

As the title to this course signifies, this isn’t ‘an official tour,’ it’s a rough guide and so we will get to some out of the way and, I 

hope, exciting places. When we do visit popular spots and classic texts, we hope to show you how they’re still worth a visit, a 

read, and you’ll find it an intriguing combination of writing, geography and history. 

We introduce you to some of the questions we’ll be interested in and some of the approaches we’ll be taking, including; 

 how has the geography of Australia captured the imagination of those who have encountered it? 

 how have the coast and the centre, the east and the west of the continent, been differently perceived? 

 how have visitors reacted on their journeys, how have other writers envisaged Australia as home, or as alienating? 

D.H. Lawrence, Kangaroo 
Watkin Tench, The Expedition to Botany Bay 
Tim Winton, Land's Edge: A Coastal Memoir 
 

Part 2: Crime and punishment 

We will be considering Australia as a site of crime and punishment and the lessons for the week will consider how this theme 

has been written about in Australian literature. The presence of this theme in Australian literature is no coincidence, as you’ve 

seen, white Australia begins as a gaol; so it’s little wonder that crime and punishment are foundational to cultural expression in 

Australia. 

Our poetic judge from last week, Barron Field, may have seen this theme as sub-literary, but those convicts he so denigrated 

actually brought with them a rich literary tradition, an underworld of literature if you like, that would grow and develop in the 

antipodean context into which it was transplanted. There has certainly been some powerful writing about the convict era from 

later writers in Australia which we’re going to be looking at – Caroline Leakey, Marcus Clarke, Richard Flanagan for instance – 

but we begin with the convict writers themselves, some of whom we know a little about, some of whom are unknown to us. 

Marcus Clarke, For The Term of His Natural Life 
Richard Flanagan, Gould's Book of Fish 
Peter Carey, The True History of the Kelly Gang 
Peter Temple, The Broken Shore 
  



Part 3: Explorers, frontier and settlement 

From crime and punishment, our focus last week, I’d like to turn now to a set of themes in Australian literature and history that 

are once again intimately and dramatically associated with geography, with place and location. This week I’m going to introduce 

you to some of the history and writing of exploration in Australia, of land-based expeditions of discovery. We’ve already 

encountered some of the contradictions about the continent that arose from the spread of settler culture, and that are shaped 

by geography, and that persist into the present: edge and centre, hell and paradise, Enlightenment in the East – atrocity in the 

West, antipodes and underworld. And we’ve seen how these contradictions grew up in blank indifference or ignorance of the 

ancient settlements of Aboriginal Australia, with their radically different cultural geographies and artistic expressions, although 

sometimes, at least in part, as a response to them. 

So in any glance at the relations between writing and location, or writing and place in Australia, the whole world of exploration 

narratives appears above the horizon. In a course like this where what I am aiming to do is to situate writing on and in country 

as much as I can, this week’s set of texts and their historical and political contexts are centrally important to this aim. 

Patrick White, Voss. 
Patrick White, The Hanging Garden 
David Malouf, Remembering Babylon 
David Malouf, Ransom 
Kim Scott, That Deadman Dance 
 

Part 4: Home and away 

This week we’re going to have a look at some Australian writing from the mid to late 20th century that explores the experience 

of home, expatriation, and exile. The writers we look at, all canonical Australian authors of the post-settlement era, have 

written very differently about the experience of being born in Australia, of thinking of it as home, or emigrating here from the 

northern hemisphere, or leaving Australia for the northern hemisphere, sometimes leaving only to return. 

Martin Boyd, Cardboard Crown 
Henry Handel Richardson, The Fortunes of Richard Mahony (Australia Felix, The Way Home, Ultima 
Thule) 
Henry Handel Richardson, The Getting of Wisdom 
Christina Stead, For Love Alone 
Christina Stead, House of All Nations 
Christina Stead, The Man of Loved Children 
 

Australian books already read: 

Tim Winton, Cloudstreet 
Tim Winton, Eyrie 
Richard Flanagan, The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
Loretta Hill, Loretta Hill Sample on Kobo (initial chapters of The Girl with the Steel-Capped Boots, The 
Girl in the Hard Hat) 
Colleen McCullough, The Thorn Birds 
Colleen McCullough, Tim 


